Boise Nationals - College Advisory Program
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“Idaho’s Oldest & Most Successful Soccer Club”

Developing a pool of schools
Many student-athletes are unsure of where to go to find schools for their pool.  The following organizations are good far west region options to consider at each level.  Remember to diversify your pool and have options you are considering from different levels and associations.
· 2 Year

· NWAACC: www.nwaacc.org 

· NAIA/NCAA D3

· NAIA: Cascade Conference: www.cascadeconference.org 

· NAIA: Golden State Athletic Conference: www.gsacsports.org 

· D3: NW Conference: www.nwcsports.com
· D3: The Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference: www.thesciac.org 

· NCAA D2

· Great Northwest Athletic Conference: www.gnacsports.com 

· California Collegiate Athletic Association: www.goccaa.org 

· Pacific West Sports Conference: www.pacificwestsports.org
· Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference: www.rmacsports.org 

· NCAA D1

· West Coast Conference: wccsports.cstv.com  
· Pac 10: www.pac-10.org 

· Mountain Pacific Sports Federation: mpsports.cstv.com  

· National Sites

· 2 Years: www.njcaa.org 
· NAIA: www.naia.org 
· NCAA: www.ncaa.org 
Pool Timeline

· Sophomore: 30 schools

· ALL levels

· Send letter/profile & follow up

· Consider summer camps

· Junior: 15 schools

· ALL levels

· Send letter/profile & follow up

· Consider summer camps

· Senior: 5 schools

· 2 dream choices

· 2 “best opportunity” choices

· 1 “backup/security” choice
Mail Soccer Interest Letter

Once you have your pool and your letter/profile, you will need to research the coach and the address of each program of interest.  This information should be available in the Athletics section of each website. You should customize the letter by inserting the coach's name and the school's information for each and send it off early in the year so that they have your letter and know when you are going to tournaments where they can see you.  It is also wise to follow up your letters with a phone call and/or email to ensure that they have received your letter and later on as a reminder prior to your tournament.  Your persistence and responsible follow-up will demonstrate both genuine interest and responsibility to the perspective coaches.  Remember that you are better off with a big pool to start with and let the response of the schools and your continued research/visitation narrow it down for you.

Requesting Academic Information

Remember to request academic information. Many schools will have athletic and student questionnaires. Filling these out is a good idea. If you have any questions, please contact your team coach for more information or an individual advising appointment.
